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Dear Papa,  
 
¡Hola Papá! ¿Do you miss me? Hana. I’m happy to tell you that I’m having a lot of fun in 
Colombia. I never thought I could both learn and have so much fun at the same time.  I can’t 
put into proper words how much I have learned from the love, humanity, and kindness of the 
people of Cali. You know, when I was younger and thought about what I wanted to study, I 
never really considered medicine. I thought that our family had enough doctors and I wanted 
to do something different. I never knew what exactly though. All I knew, and still know today, 
is that I wanted to lead a life in which I could contribute to the world, to the people, in a 
meaningful way.  
 
I wanted to wake up every day knowing that I was doing my best to give back to the world. I 
wanted to help others and do anything I could to make someone smile a little more. Once I 
started volunteering at patients and learned about their lives. But the first time I actually saw 
myself as a physician was actually right here, in Cali. 
 
I received the opportunity to talk to medical school students, physicians. And local 
colombians. Whether I dissected a heart or listened to the heartbeat of a simulated patient, I 
felt an inner sense of fulfillment, and at the same is so much more about studying and getting 
a stable job. It’s about warm accepting people for who they are, and doing your best to help 
them.  
 
I want to continue to connect with other individuals, learn from them, and help them. I’m 
grateful for my experiences in Cali. I know that I have been blessed with a loving family – 
one that will always support me. I will use your love, my experiences in Colombia, and my 
passion to become a physician and be with the people. 
 
Love, 
Eesha 
 
